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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fish Screening Task Force (FSTF) is a seven person board appointed 
by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) to advise 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (department) staff on fish 
screening program development, implementation, monitoring, 
technology, funding, and reporting. Three members represent agriculture, 
three represent fishing or fish conservation, and one member represents 
the public-at-large. FSTF members serve a two-year term, with the 
possibility of serving three consecutive terms. There is currently one open 
position on the FSTF to represent agriculture. 

Tony Stroda, farm owner and fourth generation farmer, served as an 
agriculture representative for three two-year terms. Mr. Stroda’s last term 
expired June of 2017, and he is not eligible for re-appointment. The 
Commission is responsible for appointing task force members and will be 
appointing one member to fill the current vacancy. 
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
 

Public recruitment for this FSTF position was accomplished through two 
statewide news releases, FSTF member outreach, and direct contact with 
people who have expressed interest in becoming involved with this group. 
 
 

ISSUE 1 
 

APPOINT MEMBER TO FILL ONE AGRICULTURE POSITION 
ON THE FISH SCREENING TASK FORCE 

 
ANALYSIS 
 

 
Three applications were received for the vacant position representing 
agriculture. The applications were reviewed and interviews were 
conducted with two applicants (one applicant withdrew from 
consideration). The candidates were evaluated based on interest in the 
position, fish screening or other water related experience, experience 
representing agricultural interests, and experience with public boards and 
commissions.  
 
The following individuals applied for the agriculture position: 
 

• Dale Brock, Harrisburg (withdrew) 
• Ben Beeles, Salem 
• Gregory Harris, Hermiston 

 
After interviews and review of applications, staff is recommending 
Gregory Harris for appointment to the FSTF. 
 
Gregory Harris is the Director of Farm Operations for Threemile Canyon 
Farms in Boardman. He is a member of several boards and commissions 
including the NE Oregon Water Association Board, OSU Potato Seed 
Certification Board, OSU Hermiston Ag Research and Extension Center 
Advisory Board, and is involved in leading research committees for 
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Oregon and Washington Potato Commissions at the state and national 
level. In addition, he has served for three years on a multi-agency 
Technical Advisory Team assessing fish screen options at a pump station 
on the Columbia River and Willow Cove that supplies water to Threemile 
Canyon Farms. 
 
Mr. Harris is a well-qualified candidate, and would make a great addition 
to the FSTF. The staff recommendation is to appoint Mr. Harris to the 
FSTF agriculture vacancy due to his ability to represent agricultural 
interests in Eastern Oregon and beyond. His strong knowledge of fish 
screening, water management, and diverse agricultural involvement will 
be an asset to the FSTF.   
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Appoint Gregory Harris to represent agriculture on the FSTF. 
2. Reject the appointment of Gregory Harris and re-solicit for new 

candidates. 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Appoint Gregory Harris to represent agriculture on the FSTF. 

 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to appoint Gregory Harris to represent agriculture on the Fish 
Screening Task Force. 
 
January 19, 2019 


